
 

1 

 
 



 

2 

 

EDYN ANNUAL REPORT 2023 
 

Vision 

We are concerned citizens. We live in European countries with totalitarian histories - from Tallinn to 

Tirana, from Prague to Baku. We are civic activists, political leaders and journalists, and we share the 

commitment and willpower to defend the freedoms our parents fought for. We refrain from the policies 

of hate and division to unite our societies against authoritarian revisionism. 

  

Mission 

EDYN supports young pro-democracy activists, politicians, and journalists from across the political and 

ideological spectrum, ages 18 to 32, in 23 countries with totalitarian histories. EDYN supports those who 

refrain from the policies of hate and divisiveness in order to unite their societies against authoritarian 

threats and extremists. 
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1.  INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY 
 

1.1. EDYN HQ 
 

1.2. Board of Trustees 

 

1.3. NDI, IRI and USAID 

 

1.4. EDYN Leadership Council 

 

 

https://edyn.eu/our-structure/
https://edyn.eu/our-structure/
https://edyn.eu/our-structure/
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2. EDYN’s GROWTH 
 
2.1. Recruitment of new members 
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Country #of applications # of accepted members # of members at the end of 2023 

Albania 52 26 75 

Armenia 4 4 16 

Azerbaijan 8 6 21 

Belarus 0 0 16 

BiH 9 8 35 

Bulgaria 4 4 4 

Croatia 24 8 12 

Czech Republic 8 6 22 

Estonia 0 0 7 

Georgia 30 13 60 

Hungary 3 3 20 

Kosovo 34 16 53 

Latvia 0 0 4 

Lithuania 4 1 4 

Moldova 6 4 62 

Montenegro 22 22 29 

North Macedonia 18 14 64 

Poland 14 7 27 

Romania 7 7 19 

Serbia 6 2 18 

Slovakia 5 3 25 

Slovenia 4 3 8 

Ukraine 68 42 121 

OVERALL 328 199 722 
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3. INTERNAL PROCESSES AND GOVERNANCE 
 
3.1. Institutional changes from the previous year 

►   EDYN Charter changes

►   EDYN Code of Conduct

►   Annual Operational Plan

►   Country Chapter Engagement

►   Member Engagement During Elections 

https://edyn.eu/storage/2023/12/EDYN-Charter-ver-December-2023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1laHPSnuttJdnlA_N7_m3wPLcsDzQKm7-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1laHPSnuttJdnlA_N7_m3wPLcsDzQKm7-/view
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►   EDYN Pool of Trainers 

►   EDYN Alumni  

 

     3.2. Ambassadors’ elections 

3.3.Presidential and Leadership Council Elections 
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NUMBER OF EDYN AMBASSADORS  
2023 BY COUNTRY CHAPTER 

Albania 7 

Armenia  1 

Azerbaijan 3 

Belarus 2 

BiH 5 

Croatia 1 

Czech Republic 2 

Estonia 1 

Georgia 7 

Hungary 3 

Kosovo 6 

Moldova 7 

Montenegro 4 

North Macedonia 7 

Poland 3 

Romania 2 

Serbia 2 

Slovakia 2 

Slovenia 1 

Ukraine  7 

Total 73 
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4. INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
4.1. International opportunities 
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4.2. Statistics 

 

EDYN 2023 

INTERNATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITY 

City, Country Date Organized by # of 

applicants 

# of selected 

participants 

Note 
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5.  SELECTED ACTIVITIES OF EDYN COUNTRY 
CHAPTERS IN 2023 
 
5.1. Activities of Country Chapters  
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► BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

 

► GEORGIA 
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► MOLDOVA 

 

► MONTENEGRO   
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► NORTH MACEDONIA 
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► POLAND 

.  

 

 

► SERBIA 
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► SLOVAKIA 

6. OUTREACH 
 
6.1. Statistics 
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6.2. Advocacy and Communication campaigns 

► #DEMOCRACYWEEK 

► The International Youth Day campaign 
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7. PARTNERSHIPS IN 2023 
 

7.1. PARTNERSHIPS 
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8. Summit for Democracy & Youth Participation 
Handbook  
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https://youthdemocracycohort.com/the-youth-participation-handbook/
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Disclaimer: Please note that this report does not include all activities carried out by the
Leadership Council. Additionally, it does not cover activities organized by Country
Chapters or the EDYN Headquarters.



As this year and the mandate of the 2023
Leadership Council come to an end, it's
time to reflect on the major challenges
and positive changes we have faced. The
world has witnessed significant political
developments, characterized by shifts
and emerging conflicts. Yet, even in these
times of uncertainty, our network has
maintained its resilience.

Before I address anything else, I wish to
honor the memory of our colleague and
friend, Serhiy Ikonnikov, a member of
EDYN who was tragically killed on the
frontline by the forces of the aggressor
country on October 13, which was also
the day of his 25th birthday. The memory
of Serhiy will forever stand as a
testament to the sacrifices made in the
pursuit of freedom and justice.

I extend my deepest gratitude to each
one of EDYN's members for their
engagement and commitment. Their
efforts have been at the center of our
achievements. The hard work and
dedication of our Headquarters in
Bratislava have been key to navigating
these challenging times. Likewise, the
support and leadership provided by our
Board of Trustees have proved invaluable
in steering our course.

 1.Message from the President of EDYN, 
Daryna Onyshko
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Our Leadership Council has worked
diligently in realizing various activities
and developing thematic statements
aligned with our core values, they are
presented as part of this report. These
efforts have contributed to EDYN's
mission of supporting young politicians,
journalists, and civil society activists.

Looking ahead, it is clear that EDYN’s role
remains critically important. The year
2024 presents an important moment,
with more than 50 per cent of the global
population participating in various
elections, including several critical ones
in Europe and the EU elections. In this
key time, the youth must stand as a
united voice for democracy. We have a
responsibility to encourage voting,
engage in the electoral process, and run
for office ourselves. Our collective voice
and actions can shape the future of our
democracies.

I am proud of what we have
accomplished together and excited
about the opportunities that lie ahead. I
wish the new Leadership Council a
successful term. Let us continue our
journey with new energy, commitment,
and the shared vision of a more
democratic and inclusive world.

Sincerely,



 

2. Internal Improvements 
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EDYN Code of Conduct
The EDYN Code of Conduct, comprising a set of norms and rules for members, was
finalized and implemented prior to the Ambassador Elections. The document is
accessible here.

Annual Operational Plan
For the first time, the Leadership Council (LC) developed an Annual Operational Plan,
outlining thematic priorities and activities for the year. However, due to various changes
and financial limitations, some planned activities were not realized. We encourage the
incoming LC to uphold this practice.

Local Level Engagement
To strengthen local engagement, the LC developed “Recommendations and Practices for
Country Chapter Engagement.” This guide assists in onboarding new members,
enhancing internal communication, fundraising, and sharing best practices.

Member Engagement During Elections
Throughout the Ambassador Elections, the LC maintained member engagement through
organizing Q&A sessions about the elections and a welcome call/icebreaker for new
ambassadors. Additionally, during the LC election period, in collaboration with the
Elections Committee, debates were held for non-USAID and President seats. The
incoming LC is encouraged to continue fostering member connections and providing
more opportunities for dialogue.

EDYN Pool of Trainers
The EDYN Pool of Trainers, initiated by graduates of the EDYN Training of Trainers
program, aims to deliver high-quality training to members. These trainers, equipped with
political and advocacy skills, will enhance the network's capabilities through both internal
and external training sessions, while also raising awareness. 

EDYN Alumni
The network values the rich experience of its Alumni and encourages their ongoing
involvement with EDYN. While a comprehensive Alumni program is not currently
feasible, the network aspires to maintain lifelong connections with its Alumni. Where
possible, Alumni will be invited to conferences, seminars, workshops, and other relevant
activities.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1laHPSnuttJdnlA_N7_m3wPLcsDzQKm7-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SAnto3adM3ng9uKng7wNk2scp0Tr8XFy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SAnto3adM3ng9uKng7wNk2scp0Tr8XFy/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FLj2zbz4_BnygQs4xE-6qMSVsNCn9D7BxxlbLDtGAuU/edit


 3. Leadership Council Meetings and Statements 

The Leadership Council held twelve planned meetings online, in addition to several
emergency ones. A major highlight was the in-person LC retreat in Bratislava in March, which
provided a valuable opportunity for members to convene, reflect, and deliberate on the
future of our network.

The LC retreat concluded with an inspiring meeting with Mr. Gautam Rana, the U.S.
Ambassador to the Slovak Republic, where he discussed the challenges and future prospects
of Europe and our regions. More details can be found here.

The LC actively supported causes and individuals fighting for freedom, while condemning
human rights violations in Europe and beyond. Please find a list of the statements issued in
2023:
 

EDYN Statement on Israel and Gaza, October 26, 2023

EDYN Announcement Regarding Serhiy Ikonnikov’s Passing, October 16, 2023

EDYN Statement regarding the crackdown on environmental protests in Soyudlu village,
Gadabay district, Azerbaijan, July 11, 2023

EDYN Statement on Condemning the Bills on Transparency of Foreign Influence and
Registration of Foreign Agents in the Parliament of Georgia, March 8, 2023

EDYN Statement on One Year Since Russia Began Brutal Aggression Against Ukraine,
February 24, 2023
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https://edyn.eu/exploring-the-future-of-edyn-key-highlights-from-the-leadership-council-retreat-in-bratislava/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-statement-on-israel-and-gaza/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-announcement-regarding-serhiy-ikonnikovs-passing/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-statement-regarding-the-crackdown-on-environmental-protests-in-soyudlu-village-gadabay-district-azerbaijan/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-statement-regarding-the-crackdown-on-environmental-protests-in-soyudlu-village-gadabay-district-azerbaijan/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-statement-on-condemning-the-bills-on-transparency-of-foreign-influence-and-registration-of-foreign-agents-in-the-parliament-of-georgia/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-statement-on-condemning-the-bills-on-transparency-of-foreign-influence-and-registration-of-foreign-agents-in-the-parliament-of-georgia/
https://edyn.eu/edyn-statement-on-one-year-since-russia-began-brutal-aggression-against-ukraine/


The V4 Working Group, led by LC
Member Loretta Pinke, hosted an
online roundtable focused on
increasing youth participation in
elections. The event provided a
comprehensive overview of youth
participation in elections and
identified best practices for increasing
participation. More information on
the V4 cooperation can be found
here. here.

The Working Group on Youth Policy,
chaired by Nikola Kandic, EDYN BiH,
Gjorgi Tasev, EDYN North Macedonia,
and VP Salome Mgeladze, has
compiled stories spotlighting EDYN
youth workers and developed a
report. This report, which will be
published shortly, will highlight our
members’ expertise to key
stakeholders in democracy and youth.

On International Youth Day, August
12, the Group also organized a one-
day social media campaign
emphasizing the importance of youth
participation in Ukraine’s
reconstruction and decision-making.
Eight local chapters engaged in the
campaign, posting content in their
native languages.
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4. EDYNers are Experts: activities, meetings and
speaking engagements

https://edyn.eu/v4-edyn-members-collaborate-to-tackle-low-youth-participation-in-elections/


A noteworthy activity from this year, organized by the LC 2022 in cooperation with
the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, was an advocacy visit to Strasbourg. Themed
“Promoting the youth priorities from Western Balkans and Eastern European
countries”, it took place from Feb 13-17. The visit enabled half of the members from
both the current and previous LC to voice their perspectives directly to EU decision-
makers. Learn more about the visit.

Following the presentation of the Youth Participation Handbook by EDYN in
cooperation with the European Partnership for Democracy, EDYN has been part of
the Youth Dialogue Platform (April-November). This forum serves for continuous
joint reflection and consultation on the priorities, implementation, and follow-up of
European cooperation in the field of youth. In December, the network reapplied for
its membership in the forum.
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4. EDYNers are Experts: activities, meetings and
speaking engagements

https://edyn.eu/edyners-make-their-voices-heard-on-youth-issues-at-european-parliament/
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The EDYN President has participated
in a wide range of speaking
engagements across various
prestigious platforms. These include
providing insights at the European
Commission’s sessions and
addressing the Polish Parliament.
Engagements spanned from
discussions on youth political
leadership in online forums to
participation in the Global
Democracy Coalition Forum held in
Brussels. She also provided feedback
on the implementation of the Youth
Action Plan, the EU's operational
roadmap for engaging young people
in EU external action.

The President also contributed to the
European Economic and Social
Committee's 577th Plenary and
shared expertise at the second
Summit for Democracy event in
Costa Rica. In Europe, she was active
at the EU Youth Event in Strasbourg
and engaged with the NDI Board in
Warsaw. Further, she delivered a
keynote at an National Democratic
Institute and Hudson Institute event
in Washington, D.C, highlighting the
network's global engagement. 

In April, LC member EDYN Serbia
Saška Radujkov participated in the
European Economic and Social
Committee 578th Plenary session. In
the panel about Strengthening
democracy and European values
together with Civil Society in the EU
candidate countries, she presented
the views of the young people from
the Balkans.  You may watch the
plenary here.

 

 

Voicing EDYN's Mission

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Sf5Ep5-om4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Sf5Ep5-om4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Sf5Ep5-om4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Sf5Ep5-om4
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sk/agenda/our-events/events/578th-plenary-session-26-27-april-2023/recordings-plenary


The Secretary General helped to organize and moderated the Moldova Youth Forum,
hosted by the International Republican Institute in Comrat from June 30 to July 2. The
forum featured more than a dozen panels focusing on how to include the new
generation in crafting the best path forward for Moldova. Over 230 young people
attended in person, and around 60,000 people joined in virtually from every corner of
Moldova and abroad. More information about the Forum.
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Voicing EDYN's Mission

In her interview for the Forbes, VP Salome
Mgeladze noted, the "European Democracy Youth
Network" is an organization created by USAID, NDI
and IRI in 2018, which had only ten members at the
time of its creation, and now boasts hundreds of
members and many successful projects. Access the
full interview here (in Georgian).

The Vice President introduced EDYN to multiple
organizations and diplomatic representatives as
well as presented the network twice on a popular
Georgian TV channel.

In July 2023, EDYN President wrote for the
Diplomatic Courier discussing the role of youth in
transatlantic security: 

The new generation in Eastern Europe, particularly in
Ukraine, is capable of partnering on equitable terms
and willing to collaborate with Western states in
security discussions and developing frameworks. One
example of youth working across borders toward
shared democratic values is the European Democracy
Youth Network (EDYN), which was formed in 2019 and
today includes almost 700 members from 23
European countries in the Western Balkans, Eastern
Europe, and Central Europe.

https://www.iri.org/news/iris-second-moldova-youth-forum-uniting-future-leaders/
https://www.forbeswoman.ge/post/mgeladze?fbclid=IwAR2Pw0GoL1LWJGBnhe1B4WI4UUot5oswe7henqZD571N5dqsTvDqO4pEIkw_aem_ASJEgoj8jGda0a-McTAcF_xvzHd_-yrYLGZ1Wy5lpx7eufqXt_L0v1_n8V_lLCYmBdk&mibextid=Zxz2cZ
https://www.diplomaticourier.com/posts/envisioning-youth-as-the-driver-of-transatlantic-security
https://www.diplomaticourier.com/posts/envisioning-youth-as-the-driver-of-transatlantic-security

